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November 26, 2007




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Every Woman, Every Man: Ottawa Collaborative Breakfast on Violence

Ottawa,– December 6 is the National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women and the anniversary of the murders in 1989 of 14 young women at École Polytechnique de Montréal. 

Every woman and every man in Ottawa knows at least one girl or woman affected by violence. 

In Ontario, 7% of women – more than 200,000 women – reported incidents of physical or sexual violence, perpetrated by a spouse, over a five year period. We know that less than 10% of assaults are reported to police and our statistics significantly underestimate the prevalence of violence against women. Despite Canada signing the United Nation’s 1993 Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women, we also know that our rates of violence against women have not changed (Measuring Violence Against Women, Statistics Canada 2006). What will it take to end violence against women?

What we are doing: On the morning of Dec 6, representatives of the Federation of Medical Women of Canada, Harmony House, Immigrant Women Services Ottawa, Lanark County Interval House, Elizabeth Fry Society, Jewish Family Services, Catholic Family Services, The Men’s Project, the Muslim Association and Oshki Kizis Lodge are meeting at the University of Ottawa’s Faculty of Medicine. The goal of the breakfast is to speak about our work on violence against women, to build Ottawa-area networks and affirm our commitment to ending violence together.

Who is invited: Our esteemed colleagues and partners in community-based organizations, social services, the health professions, educational institutions and municipal, provincial and federal government.

When: 7:00-8:30am, Thursday December 6, 2007

Where: Atrium, University of Ottawa Faculty of Medicine, 451 Smyth Rd

For further information: 

fmwcmain@fmwc.ca

Dr. Nili Kaplan-Myrth, FMWC University of Ottawa

Dr. Mamta Gautam, FMWC Ottawa Branch President

Dr. Janet Dollin, FMWC National President

With thanks to our co-hosts: This event is an initiative of the Federation of Medical Women of Canada (FMWC), in partnership with the Canadian Medical Association; the Ontario Medical Association; the Association of Faculties of Medicine of Canada; the Society of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists of Canada; Jewish Family Services Ottawa; Family Services Ottawa; the Office of Equity, Diversity and Gender Issues in the University of Ottawa’s Faculty of Medicine; and Ottawa Public Health.
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Cheers!

Renée

